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Regional Incentive Guidelines
WHAT IS THE REGIONAL INCENTIVE?
Screen Queensland’s Regional Incentive aims to support the growth of the screen industry in
regional Queensland – areas more than 150km outside of the major metropolitan hubs of
Brisbane and the City of Gold Coast.
The Regional Incentive aims to:
•

attract production to regional Queensland;

•

showcase diverse regional stories and locations across Queensland;

•

give the 33% of Queenslanders who live outside the major cities the opportunity to see
themselves and their perspectives on screen;

•

create employment opportunities for creatives, cast and crew living in regional areas,
and from 2022; and

•

target Cairns and North Queensland with a view to supporting the region’s new
production facility, Screen Queensland Studios Cairns.

WHO CAN APPLY?
The Regional Incentive is open for applications to anyone who is producing a screen story in
regional Queensland, and will:
•

spend more than $100,000 of Qualifying Regional Expenditure (QRE) in regional
Queensland; and

•

film in a regional location for a minimum of five days.

Eligible screen stories will include:
•

Fiction feature film or series

•

Documentary feature film or series

•

Factual entertainment series (including reality)

Ineligible screen stories include:
•

Sports and current affairs programs

•

Short films (less than 60 minutes)

•

Community television

•

Student films

HOW MUCH CAN I APPLY FOR?
The incentive will be up to 10% of Qualifying Regional Expenditure (QRE) in Queensland
capped at $100,000. Projects applying through Screen Finance may also apply for a Regional
Incentive of 5% of QRE capped at $100,000.
QRE is made up of:
•

fees paid to people who have been residents of the relevant regional area for at least
six months prior to the application; and
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•

expenditure with suppliers and businesses based and operating in the relevant
regional area.

Funding is in the form of an incentive, payable after production has completed and on delivery
of a full audit of expenditure and acquittal of contracted delivery items. Funding is competitive
within a limited and highly targeted program.
Screen Queensland encourages applications from teams that will use the Screen Queensland
Studios, Cairns production facilities.
This incentive aims to deliver benefits to people from all backgrounds, with a focus on diversity
and inclusion. Screen Queensland encourages applications from Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people and people from under-represented backgrounds.
Successful applicants agree to register the production to The Everyone Project and, with
appropriate consent, provide the names, roles and contact details of the production, cast and
crew so that they may be invited to participate in voluntary, de-identified demographic surveys.
WHAT INFORMATION DO I NEED TO PROVIDE?
•

Screen Australia A-Z Budget (or equivalent) showing itemised QRE spend as a
separate column

•

A schedule showing itemised shoot days in regional Queensland

•

An application proposal, including a:
o

one-page synopsis, including details of the project and any market interest;

o

summary of benefits to the Queensland regional area, including number of jobs
created and total amount of qualifying production expenditure;

o

list of all Queensland locations to be used;

o

list of all regional Queensland creatives, crew, suppliers and businesses that
will be engaged by the production;

o

list of the applicants’ track record and those of the key creative team,
demonstrating the team’s ability to deliver the project;

o

proposal of potential publicity opportunities that demonstrate the regional
impact of the production.

Applicants will also need to demonstrate they have clear rights to the story, including:
•

life rights (where applicable);

•

an option agreement and/or the approval of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
owners of the story;

•

writers/key creative agreements;

•

supporting documents for the finance plan including:
o

Provisional Certificate for projects applying for Federal Government Offsets;
and

o

a completion guarantee (where applicable).
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HOW WILL MY PROJECT BE ASSESSED?
Projects will be assessed using the following criteria:
•

Is it a good story?

•

Is it well told and likely to excite an audience?

•

Does the team have a clear idea of the audience for the project and how to reach
them?

•

Is the budget appropriate for the project and the size of audience?

•

Has the team got the skills and reputation needed to deliver the project?

•

What will the project deliver to regional Queensland? In terms of:
o

Expenditure

o

Employment opportunities

o

Skills development

o

Business activity

o

Levels of regional production

HOW DO I APPLY?
Screen Queensland can only accept applications made online through the SQ SmartyGrants
system. The application form is available to preview.
Applications must be made and approved before the start of production and cannot be sought
retrospectively. An application will be considered to be retrospective if production has
commenced.
Within 30 minutes of submitting your application, you’ll receive an automated application email
confirming that it has been received. It is the responsibility of the applicant to contact Screen
Queensland if you don’t receive an application receipt email.
Once you have submitted your application, it will be assessed against these guidelines. A
recommendation will be made following the assessment.
Please see the Screen Queensland website for information on closing dates.
Applicants will be notified of the outcome as soon as possible after a decision meeting.
Successful applicants will then be invited to enter into a formal agreement with Screen
Queensland that outlines the conditions and deliverables required for payment of the incentive.
Unsuccessful applicants may contact Screen Queensland for feedback.

BEFORE YOU APPLY
Before you apply, please be aware of:
SQ Terms of Trade
SQ QPE Definition
SQ Strategic Plan 2019-22
Screen Diversity and Inclusion Network Charter
SQ Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Strategy 2019-22
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GOT A QUESTION?
Screen Queensland encourages anyone considering making an application for the Regional
Incentive to first discuss their project with the Content Team.
Call us on (07) 3248 0500 or email content@screenqld.com.au.

